
OLVER URGES HHS TO MOVE QUICKLY TO PROVIDE ENERGY ASSISTANCE FOR LOW-INCOME FAMILIES

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) is           pushing for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)           to move quickly to make funds available for energy assistance for low-income           families. Olver signed a Sept. 14 letter to Secretary of Health and           Human Services Tommy G. Thompson urging HHS to transfer funds to the           Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) before the end of           the fiscal year. The letter notes that Americans are facing record           high energy prices, and states need additional funding immediately           to help low-income families and seniors reduce their energy burden           this year. [A copy of the letter is available upon request.]

           "LIHEAP helps lower income families pay their energy           bills, and residents of western Massachusetts are going to need help           when they get their heating bills this winter," Olver said.

           Olver spoke on the House floor last week in favor           of a successful measure to increase funding for LIHEAP. The amendment           to increase LIHEAP funding by $11 million passed 305-114 on Sept. 8.           Congressman Bernie Sanders (I-VT) introduced the amendment to the House           Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill           for fiscal year 2005. The House approved the bill on Sept. 9.

           The Energy Information Administration predicts that           compared to the winter just four years ago, the price of natural gas           will be 55 percent higher and the price of heating oil will be 45 percent           higher this winter. These increases couldn't come at a worse           time. According to the Census Bureau, since 2001, when President Bush           took office, the number of people living in poverty has increased by           4.3 million and the median family income has dropped by over $1,500. 

           The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)           is the primary program that provides assistance to help low-income           families pay their energy bills. 

                             "LIHEAP is a vital safety net that reduces the percentage                             of income spent on residential energy costs, and                             this funding increase will provide modest, but important                             relief to thousands of families," Olver said. "We                             need to make these funds available as quickly as                             possible to help low-income families and senior citizens                             remain safe, healthy and warm this winter."
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